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WELCOME
… to the second edition of our temporary electronic newsletter. LAST Orders will be back at
some point, but it’s clearly still some way off! We hope you’re enjoying getting out and
about, and if you come across something which will interest our readers, do drop us a line at
LST.Camra@gmail.com.
The Eat Out To Help Out scheme has now finished, but we hope that many readers got out
there and relieved Mr Sunak of some money – though we’ll no doubt end up footing the bill
in taxes at some point! Many pubs did some incredible business on the days of the offer,
though wet-led pubs may well have been negatively impacted. Still, let’s hope it’s got people
a bit more confident about going out – we should find out in September …

TAMWORTH TOWN BEER FESTIVAL
Made your plans yet for Tamworth’s
Town beer festival? It will soon be upon
us, and having a plan in place will get the
best out of your experience as we are expecting it to prove popular! All of the venues will be strictly respecting their existing Covid measures and capacity limits,
meaning that booking your slots will be
important.
We offer our thanks to the town pubs who
are leading the event, as detailed in the
flyer to the right. The normal CAMRA
festival, while being popular in its own
right, also draws a lot of visitors into the
town and increases footfall in the town
pubs – a real win-win situation. So though
we can’t run the CAMRA festival this
year, we hope the event proves a bonus for
the town’s pubs and businesses during this
tricky time.
As to next year’s CAMRA festival, well
we hope to return to the Assembly Rooms,
but at the moment it’s a definite case of
watch this space!

At present we’re still unable to do many of our usual branch activities, but one that we simply
had to get moving on was our 2020 Pub of the Year awards, on hold from back in March!
We were pleased to kick off by presenting our Warwickshire Cider Pub of the
Year to Angel Ale House in Atherstone.
In the Covid climate, this involved dropping the certificate off some days in advance, and taking a socially distanced
photo (left/right) on the day! The Angel
has consistently offered the best choice
of ciders in this part of Warwickshire –
as well as a splendid selection of ales of
course! Our congratulations to Carol and
Shane. We also had a sneak preview of
the remodelled pub interior, which has
now formally opened. You can still drink on the market square, though note that table service
there is only Friday to Sunday; otherwise just get your drinks at the bar.
Later, it was over to Tamworth to the
King’s Ditch, which has once again
taken our Staffordshire Cider Pub of
the Year award. Heather and Adrian,
centre, are pictured with branch cider
officer Fay plus Louise and George
Greenaway. The rest of our branch
members were too comfortable inside
to come out! The Ditch’s outstanding
cider selections have in previous years
led it to the final levels of the national
competition, but further stages were
abandoned this year due to lockdown.
A novel approach to coping with Covid
was used at the Tamworth Tap, where
a catch net was used to avoid hand contact. Just as well, as two different
awards were presented on a busy evening at the Tap! First up was the
branch’s Staffordshire Pub of the Year
award for 2020, but more significantly,
the 2019 award of runner up in the
West Midlands Pub of the Year competition. Gaffers Louise and George are
pictured with West Midlands regional
director Cy Day and LST membership
secretary Adam Randall. As the West

Midlands award covers thousands of pubs in six counties from Worcestershire to Warwickshire, it’s a major result – a fantastic achievement in under three years, a reflection on all the
hard work put in by George, Louise, and their outstanding staff.

BEYOND THE BORDERS

Atherstone’s White Horse closed in late August, bringing an end to the Steamin’ Billy tenure of the place. This was presumably down to poor economics, though as we’ve mentioned
before, the place did itself no favours with beer prices way above other pubs in town. We
understand it is to be taken over the same people who run the former Bulls Head at Furnace
End, and will be subject to the same ghastly name change as there, becoming the Bubble
Inn. As a way of trampling on local sensitivities in a fairly traditional town, it seems the best
possible way of not getting off to a flying start! ‘Craft’ ales are to be offered, but whether
that’s a similar torturing of words remains to be seen.

A quietly seismic change occurred at Hartshill’s Anchor Inn, which is no longer an Everards
pub but now a free-of-tie boozer. The pub was Everards owned for over thirty years, and
given that Everards have been slowly expanding their real estate (via the Project William
scheme) for some time, disposing of the Anchor is unusual. The pub now offers Abbot and
Landlord, with a guest of Salopian Lemon Dream when we visited. At present all trade is
garden based using the lower bar room.
Automatic spelling correction is usually pretty good, but can mess up occasionally. This presumably is why the Lord Nelson at Ansley was offering takeaway beers advertised as “bad
in a box”. Hopefully not a case of brutal honesty! Punters certainly seemed to enjoy the pub’s
beer festival in August, obviously quite a rare occurrence in the current climate. Fifteen ales
were on offer, including a number of Sperrin specials.

STAFFORDSHIRE



NORTH WARWICKSHIRE

Last issue we reported on the closure of the Crafty Two in Tamworth, at that point being the
only Covid pub casualty in our branch area. We’re delighted to note that it reopened under
new management on the 27th August. We’ve yet to have any reports of what they’re offering,
but we’ll have a clearer idea by the next issue.
Another place in town that needs a visit is the Coven, aka the Boot for the more traditionally
minded. This is now a free house rather than a Marston’s pub. The landlady Paula tells us
that she has a guest ale as well as Bass, and is looking at bringing a third hand pump into
service. We’ll find out whether the guests are safe or sexy!
At the time of writing, the planning application affecting the Greyhound in Lichfield is still
‘pending consideration’. Even if the application is rejected, the future of the pub is unclear, as
the owners will be under no compulsion to re-open it.
Two stalwarts of the Lichfield beer scene re-opened in August. First up was the Horse &
Jockey, opening on the 5th. It’s first-come-first-served, although you can book tables for
Thursday, Friday and Saturday evenings by ringing the pub. They’re pretty much back to
normal ale-wise, with the usual good choice of beers on the bar. Meanwhile the Beerbohm
threw open its doors on the 11th, offering three to four ales as normal, as well as the usual
wide selection of bottled beers.
Both interior rooms are now open at the Bitter-Suite, and September may well see the opening of the new third room. The intention is that this room will serve a range of German beers,
though obviously this could evolve over time. Overall the place will remain very much an
alehouse, and if you need extra motivation to pop in, don’t forget Tuesdays feature 50p/pint
off ale and cider, or three pints for £10 on Wednesday.
The Horse & Jockey at Freeford re-opened at the end of July with new tenants after a muchneeded and expensive redecoration. Real ales are understood to be Pedigree and Timothy
Taylor Landlord.

WEST MIDLANDS
One place which we think has yet to re-open post-lockdown is the Cask & Craft in Boldmere. There are shutters in place, which may simply be for security, but as the phone goes
unanswered and the social media feed seems dead, things ain’t looking good. We’ll keep you
posted.
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